CHAPTER  IX
THE DESIRE FOR IMMORTALITY

THE popular argument "from general consent'' in
favour of immortality is of very dubious value. In
simpler peoples the belief is largely bound up with
il animism/' and, as such, can hardly be of any philo-
sophical importance. Nor does the universality of
the desire to go on living for ever prove much. For
it is a desire that must necessarily be disappointed so
far as its object is just that kind of incorporate life
and commerce with this world of ours which we
enjoy, and, therefore, desire to perpetuate; and not
a disembodied life, lived in unknown and unimagin-
able conditions. Besides, this desire is not strongest
in the best and holiest, but in the most vigorous and
hearty and worldly, in whom the dread of death is
greatest. Moreover, it is a desire which usually
fails with the general failure of animal vitality, and
gives way to an apathy and indifference, and often
even to a craving in regard to the sleep of death. In
short, so far as the desire for immortality is at all
universal, it is simply the rationalised form of the
animal instinct of self-preservation and self-perpetua-
tion. If it is lacking to the lower animals it is only
because the knowledge and certainty of their inevitable
death is lacking to them.

But if we say that, in certain stages of spiritual